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A Tale of Two Tochachot

l. The Setting:

Two Tochachot, harsh rebukes, are found in the Torah. The shorter of the two at the close of
Sefer Vayikra, in Parshat Bechukotai, and the longer towards the close of Sefer Devarim, in
Parshat Ki Tavo.

Il. The Queries:
Does the text provide any clues as to the cause of these harsh punishments? If so, what are the
grievous failings that could possibly result in such devastating responses from HaShem?

lll. Vayikra Tochacha
A. Text
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And if you remain hostile toward Me and refuse to obey Me, | will go on smiting you sevenfold
for your sins.

| will loose wild beasts against you, and they shall bereave you of your children and wipe out
your cattle. They shall decimate you, and your roads shall be deserted.

And if these things fail to discipline you for Me, and you remain hostile to Me,

| too will remain hostile to you: | in turn will smite you sevenfold for your sins.

| will bring a sword against you to wreak vengeance for the covenant; and if you withdraw into
your cities, | will send pestilence among you, and you shall be delivered into enemy hands.
When | break your staff of bread, ten women shall bake your bread in a single oven; they shall
dole out your bread by weight, and though you eat, you shall not be satisfied.

But if, despite this, you disobey Me and remain hostile to Me,

| will act against you in wrathful hostility; I, for My part, will discipline you sevenfold for your
sins.

You shall eat the flesh of your sons and the flesh of your daughters.

| will destroy your cult places and cut down your incense stands, and | will heap your carcasses
upon your lifeless fetishes. | will spurn you.

| will lay your cities in ruin and make your sanctuaries desolate, and | will not savor your
pleasing odors.

| will make the land desolate, so that your enemies who settle in it shall be appalled by it.

And you | will scatter among the nations, and | will unsheath the sword against you. Your land
shall become a desolation and your cities a ruin.

Then shall the land make up for its sabbath years throughout the time that it is desolate and
you are in the land of your enemies; then shall the land rest and make up for its sabbath years.
Throughout the time that it is desolate, it shall observe the rest that it did not observe in your
sabbath years while you were dwelling upon it.

As for those of you who survive, | will cast a faintness into their hearts in the land of their
enemies. The sound of a driven leaf shall put them to flight. Fleeing as though from the sword,
they shall fall though none pursues.

With no one pursuing, they shall stumble over one another as before the sword. You shall not
be able to stand your ground before your enemies,

but shall perish among the nations; and the land of your enemies shall consume you.

Those of you who survive shall be heartsick over their iniquity in the land of your enemies;
more, they shall be heartsick over the iniquities of their fathers;

and they shall confess their iniquity and the iniquity of their fathers, in that they trespassed
against Me, yea, were hostile to Me.

When |, in turn, have been hostile to them and have removed them into the land of their
enemies, then at last shall their obdurate heart humble itself, and they shall atone for their
iniquity.
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B. Questions:
e Why does the Torah suddenly introduce for the first and only time, the word the word
np?
e Once introduced, why is this word repeated seven times in the span of twenty
sentences?

e Within the of the tochacha’s crime and punishment, what does this word mean?

C. Approaches
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English translation above...hostile, harsh
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Casual, happenstance
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Random, bewildering punishments ...

D. A Final Additional Approach

An Amplification of Rashi: Lack of most important quality in any relationship-loyalty- (Judaism is
not a smorgasbord)

Cuts both ways....
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V. Devarim Tochacha

A. Text
Tn-nn:nd> 0T
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All these curses shall befall you; they shall pursue you and overtake you, until you are wiped
out, because you did not heed HaShem your God and keep the commandments and laws that
He enjoined upon you.
They shall serve as signs and proofs against you and your offspring for all time.
Because you would not serve HaShem your God in joy and gladness over the abundance of
everything.

B. Questions:

e The text seems contradictory. Are we to punished for a failure to serve HaShem entirely-
or for a failure to serve HaShem nnnwa with joy?

e |[f the latter is true, could it be that such harrowing penalties will befall us even if we
fulfill HaShem’s commandments, simply for a lack of joy?

e Why does the Torah interrupt this discussion of the causes of the Tochacha with the
pasuk... NIX7 12 1'NI?

e What is the meaning, in context, of the phrase 75 2 ?

C. Approaches
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Reconfigure the phrase
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Every mitzva carries a second mitzva: The mitzva of doing the act nnnwa
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['TI7In DN 12120
Service performed grudgingly, carries the character of “service of slaves,” at the behest of a
hated taskmaster. An individual who serves HaShem reluctantly, therefore, treats God as an
enemy, and will ultimately pay a heavy price.

(7xmwn DY) ["'Vo1IA 7NINY 2N
Joy, personal gratification essential to success of any communal enterprise. Generation of
D1'N NNV lacked joy. Importance of simchat chatan and kalla-begin their home with joy.
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“While you had...” Lack of hakarat hatov: Failure to appreciate
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Take care lest you forget HaShem your God and fail to keep His commandments, His rules, and
His laws, which | enjoin upon you today.
When you have eaten your fill, and have built fine houses to live in,
and your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold have increased, and
everything you own has prospered,
beware lest your heart grow haughty and you forget HaShem your God—who freed you from
the land of Egypt, the house of bondage;
who led you through the great and terrible wilderness with its seraph serpents and scorpions, a
parched land with no water in it, who brought forth water for you from the flinty rock;
[Not only backdrop, but catalyst]

NNndN Ywn
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Interpret sentence as a cohesive whole: Inappropriate joy in response to an abundance of
everything will cause you to fail to serve God...


file:///C:/topics/rabbi-yonatan

6

OU Parsha Shiur 2020-2021

Shiur 26: Parshiot Behar-Bechukotai
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
rgoldin@ahavathtorah.org
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The duality in the passage -failure to serve; failure to serve with joy-reflects two populations.
Each punished appropriately. Failure to serve at all=total annihilation. Failure to serve with
joy=less severity.

D. Final, global approach to the passage:

When you do something because you have to, and not because you want to, you will ultimately
fail.
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HaShem first identifies the ultimate failure that will give rise to the Tochacha-failure to serve

...NTAY"X7 "WUK NNN
Hashem identifies the source of the failure-earlier failure to serve with passion and joy, results
ultimately in abandonment of the law.

...N9IM71 NIX? 2 1Nl
The clearest arena of failure will be in the arena of intergenerational transmission. You may go
through the motions, but your children will not...

V. Corresponding the Texts: A Unified Vision of Failure?
Lack of caring, emotional connection, true partnership....



